
case arrange that they are taught to keep themselves free
from infection.

The Birmingham Anti-Corset League.
Birmingham possesses a society which is devoted to per¬suading women that they are seriously injuring themselves

by wearing corsets. The members of the society are en¬
thusiastic and demonstrate their views whenever possible.
In a little over two years they have increased their numbers
to 90, two-thirds of whom are women. They claim that
there is an increasing demand for reformed dress outfits.

Epidemic of Cerebrospinal Meningitis.
Surgeon-General Flinn has issued a report to the local gov¬ernment board for Ireland on á localized epidemic of cerebro¬

spinal meningitis which occurred in Innisboffin Island and *n
the Cloggan district of Ireland, neighboring areas separatedby ten miles of sea. The origin of the epidemic could not be
traced. No cases of epidemic meningitis have been reportedin Ireland since 1900.

Pharmacology
Report of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry.

The following report was presented to the Board of Trustees
of the American Medical Association at its meeting held
Feb. 2-3, 1906:
To the Board of Trustees of the American Medical Association.

Gentlemen:—We beg to make the following report:A conference of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry
was held at Cleveland, Sept. 11-12, 1905, to which certain
manufacturing pharmaceutical and chemical houses were in¬
vited to send representatives, as the Council desired sugges¬tions and criticisms regarding the general plan of the work.
Several physicians were also invited. The rules were thor¬
oughly considered and finally adopted in the revised form as
follows:

(The term "article" shall mean any drug, chemical or similarpreparation used in the treatment of disease.)Rule 1.—No article will be admitted unless Its active medicinalIngredients and the amounts of such ingredients in a given quan¬tity of the article be furnished for publication. The general com¬position of the vehicle, Its alcoholic percentage, if any, and theidentity of other preservatives, if present, must be furnished.Rule 2.—No chemical compound will be admitted unless suffi¬cient information be furnished regarding tests for identity, purityand strength, the rational formula or the structural formula, if
known.

Rule 3.—No article that Is advertised to the public will be
admitted ; but this rule will not apply to disinfectants and foodpreparations, except when advertised In an objectionable manner.

Rule 4.—No article will be admitted whose label, package or
circular accompanying the package contains the names of diseases,in the treatment of which the article is indicated. The therapeuticindications, properties and doses may be stated. (This rule doesnot apply to literature distributed solely to physicians, to adver¬tising in medical journals, or to vaccines and antitoxins.)Rule 5.—No article will be admitted or retained concerningwhich the manufacturer, or his agents, make false or misleadingstatements as to geographical source, raw material from whichmade, or method of collection or preparation.rule 6.—No article will be admitted or retained of which the
manufacturer or his agents make unwarranted, exaggerated or
misleading statements as to therapeutic value.Rule 7.—Labels on articles containing "poisonous" or "potent"substances must show the amounts of each of such ingredients in
a given quantity of the product. A list of such substances willbe prepared.

Rule 8.—If the trade name of an article Is not sufficiently de¬
scriptive of its chemical composition or pharmaceutical character,or is, for any other reason, objectionable, the Council reserves theright to include with the trade name a descriptive title in thebook. Articles bearing objectionably suggestive names will berefused consideration.

Rule 9.—If the name of an article is registered, or the labelcopyrighted, the date of registration and a copy of the protected
label should be furnished the Council. In case of registration in
foreign countries, the name under which the article is registeredshould be supplied.Rule 10.—If the article is patented—either process or product—the number and date of such patent or patents should be furnished.

The proposed book, "New and Non-Official Remedies," was
also discussed, and it was tentatively agreed that it should be
divided into two parts: Part I to consist of definite chemical
compounds and simple pharmaceutical preparations, and Part
II to comprise pharmaceutical mixtures. The plan of pro¬
cedure referred to in the previous report was slightly
elaborated. Since the conference the Council has considered
the merits of various proprietary articles and has provisionally
arranged and classified a large number of preparations which
are considered worthy of recognition.

As indicated in the first report, the consideration of phar¬
maceutical mixtures—the vast majority of preparations belong
to this class—proved a most difficult problem. Such a prepa¬
ration is usually an ordinary mixture, made according to some

physician's prescription, or after some well-knoAvn formula,
modified in some Avay to disguise its identity, which has been
placed on the market as a new preparation under a catchy or

suggestive name, accompanied with extravagant therapeutic
claims. Such preparations represent nothing neAV and involve
no unusual skill in their manufacture. Their use is to be
deplored, but if they are to be used a complete state¬
ment regarding their composition should be furnished to
physicians. If this Avere done, and if all mystery regarding
them Avere removed, their use would be very limited. It has
been decided, hoAvever, that as many of these mixtures as con¬
form to the rules will be placed in Part II of the proposed
Annual, where, AA'hen similar, they Avili be grouped together
and explicit reference be made to corresponding official prepa¬
rations.

In this connection, however, it should be borne in mind
that standard preparations, such as those in the Pharma¬
copeia and in the National Formulary—fully equal, if not
superior, to the proprietary mixtures—are not only listed
in the catalogues of the manufacturing pharmacists and chem¬
ists, but are also easily compounded by any experienced retail
pharmacist.

While the Council is acting solely for the medical profession
it has remembered that there is no antagonism between legiti¬
mate pharmacy and medicine, that there is a mutual depend¬
ence, and that, consequently, there should be a mutual co¬

operation betAveen the Council and legitimate pharmacists and
chemists. While most of the Avell-knoAvn firms have been co¬

operating Avith the Council, some seem to hesitate about doing
so. The Council believes, however, that this hesitation comes
from the fact that these firms have not fully appreciated the
objects for which it is Avorking, and which are believed to be as

much in the interest of scientific pharmacy as in the interest
of scientific medicine, and therefore, in the interest of all
honest and legitimate manufacturers. The Council has endeav¬
ored to make it plain and convincing to manufacturers that in
the present movement there is no intention to interefere with
the proper exploitation of their products, and that it does not
expect them to reveal the technical secrets involved in their
processes of manufacture, but that it must insist that a truth¬
ful statement concerning the actual composition, or the me¬

dicinally active components, both as regards quantity and
quality, must be given, together with tests for the identifica¬
tion and confirmation of such medicinal constituents.

Certainly as much to be deprecated, and more harmful in
their effects than secrecy in composition, are the false and
absurdly extravagant claims made by some of the otherAvise
reputable vendors of proprietary medicines. These claims equal
and occasionally surpass the claims made by "patent-medicine"
vendors in their advertisements in the newspapers. During
the last few years this method of advertising has grown
steadily worse, each advertiser apparently wishing to outdo
every other in eulogizing his particular preparation. It has
finally come to pass that a plain, truthful statement regard¬
ing the therapeutic value of an article is generally considered
valueless, and eA'en reputable firms have not hesitated to make
statements in their advertising literature that have been far
from the truth. Many manufacturers acknoAvledge this and
excuse themselves by saying that others have done it and
they had to. They acknowledge that loose methods regard¬
ing this feature of their business have been in vogue, largely
due to unchecked competition by unscrupulous concerns. We
presume there is no objection to a reasonable optimism on

the part of the manufacturer; but obvious misrepresentations
as to the therapeutic value are quite as dishonest as mis-
statements concerning the composition.

Another difficulty Avhich the Council has experienced in its
investigations of synthetics, mixtures and new remedies is
found in the character of the names proposed therefor.
It is a recognized principle that the name proposed for a

remedy should not in any way mislead or deceive. If the
name, therefore, is indicative of origin, the origin indicated
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must be the real one. If, on the other hand, it is indicative
of quality or property, the preparation must have that quality
or property. Names which, by their ending or otherwise, are

indicative of definite classes of compounds, or which in any
part of the name show derivation from any particular source
or the nossession of any particular quality, must be true to
the indication. Many preparations would be excluded from
clasifieation by reason of false or misleading names.

Investigation has shown that, as a rule, the preparations
pi iced on the market by the regular manufacturing pharma¬
ceutical and chemical houses are as represented; at the same
time we regret to state that in some instances otherwise
reputable firms have been offering to the profession articles
that are not in accord with the claims made for them. The
Council does not think it wise to he more specific at this time,
believing that these preparations will be withdrawn, or

that a true statement will be made regarding their character
and composition.

Investigation has also shown that certain remedies are

being manufactured under patents that do not conform to the
specifications of the patents.

Attention is called to the fact that occasional statements
respecting the nature of the substances occurring in the mix¬
ture or methods of preparation are made by manufacturers
which seem to be contrary to the established principles of
chemical reactions. As an illustration of this, it may be
stated that the mere mixture of two substances, which may
possibly react chemically, is not properly represented by
supposing that complete chemical reaction has taken place
unless that actually has occurred. This is especially true of
certain very complex organic compounds, which, it appears,
can not possibly be made by the preparation either of the
pure acids or of the pure bases, but in which attempts are
made to produce the combination by mixing the substances
in the crude or unmanufactured state and suming that the
chemical reactions have taken place.

In these cases the statement of the manufacturer should
convey the facts of the case and not the assumed reactions.

As was mentioned in the former report, an investigation of
some of the so-called cod-liver oil preparations has led ftie
Council to believe that some of these articles are fraudulent,
since they contain no cod-liver oil, and that both the pub¬
lic and the medical profession are being greatly deceived in
many articles that are placed on the market as tasteless or
fat-free cod-liver oil.

These are the features of existing conditions that are re¬

tarding the work and delaying the approval for admission of
some articles which otherwise might be accepted.

The Council recognizes that sufficient time should be allowed
manufacturers to make the necessary changes in their labels,
circulars and printed matter to conform to the rules. July 1,
1906, has been tentatively fixed as the date when compliance
with the rules be required of all preparations. It is hoped that
soon after that date it will be possible to issue the first edi¬
tion of the proposed book, "New and Non-Official Remedies."
Although the first number will not be complete, the annual
revision will afford opportunity for the admission of such
articles as may not at that time have been acted on.

It is hardly necessary to remind you that there is much
detail work of a chemical nature connected with this work, and
while some of the members of the Council have been devoting
much time and labor in this direction it is believed that some
of this detail work could be done much more satisfactorily if
facilities for it were provided by you at the Association build¬
ing. Therefore, the Council begs to suggest that, if it is possi¬
ble to do so, a chemical laboratory be established by the Asso¬
ciation with a competent chemist in charge. There is a great
amount of work to be done, and it is work that must be con¬
tinued if the medical profession in the future desires to protect
itself from unscrupulous promoters.

The Council reiterates its former plea to those connected
with hospitals for their co-operation in making clinical tests.
There has been some eo-operation of this nature, but not so

much as the Council wishes it could have.
The prospects for a satisfactory solution of the various

questions which confronted the Council at the beginning are

more favorable as time goes on; it wishes to state, however,
that the ultimate success of the work must necessarily depend
largely on its endorsement by the members of tfie American
Medical Association and by the physicians in general limiting
their support to those manufacturers who are supplying them
Avith honest preparations in a legitimate manner.

The evident appreciation of the efforts of the Council by the
medical profession of the country is highly gratifying and en¬

couraging.
Respectfully submitted,

C. Lewis Diehl, Samuel P. Sadtler,
C. S. N. Hallberg, J. O. Schlotterbeck,
Robert A. Hatcher, George H. Simmons,
L. F. Kebler, Torald Sollmann,
J. H. Long, M. I. Wilbert,
F. G. Now, H. W. Wiley,
W. A. Pucknf.r, Julius Stieglitz,

Members of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry, American
Medical Association.

Amenoretts.
Dodge City, Kan., March 9, 1906.

To the Editor:—As a slight contribution to the fight against
nostrums, permit me to relate a recent experience with a detail
man for a proprietary preparation made at Topeka, Kan.
This man entered my office and introduced himself as the rep¬
resentative of "The Amenorett Company," and laid on my desk
a small box containing a number of vaginal suppositories.

He informed me, Avith zealous Kindliness, that the supposi¬
tories would cure all "female complaints" and save many a

woman from the butchery of the surgeon's knife. He helped
himself to a chair and sat down to tell me of the wonderful
results achieved by his remedy. %

I aHvays listen to these men Avhenever I have the time, and
in this case I heard the familiar tale of restored health after
all other means had failed.

He had given me a circular, and this is what I read:
"Amenoretts. The Great Cure for All Female

Trouble." "Amenorrhea, leucorrhea, displacements,
ulcérations of the womb, pelvic cellulitis, peritonitis,
abscess, tumors, sterility, ovarian dropsy, menopause
and piles. . . .

"For amenorrhea, leucorrhea, irregular or suppressed
menstruation and neuralgia of the Avomb, use every
other night.

"For enlargement and falling of the Avomb, use

every night for three nights, thereafter every other
night until cured.

"Ulcération and catarrh of the womb, use every
other night. . . .

"Pregnancy period, use once or tAA'ice a Aveek after
second month.

"Change of life period, tAvice a week.
"To correct non-development of young AA'oroen, use

three times a Aveek.
"Gonorrhea, use everv night for ten nights, or until

there is a feeling oi lassitude, indicating overuse of
the remedy.

"Piles, insert one in the rectum every other night,
pushing it well up," and so on.

I asked him what the Amenoretts Avere made of, and he re¬
ferred me to the circular. And here is what I read:

"formula op tue suppository."
"The active principles of Pyrolingenous Acid,

Iodine, Picric Acid, Boracic Acid, Quinine, Tetraborate
of Soda, Glycerine and Oil of Theobromo."

"tablets."
"Pyrolingenous Acid, Iodine, Boracie Acid, and

Tetraborate of Soda."
I said: "There is no active principle of pyroligneous acid

[Avood vinegar], iodin, picric acid or boracic acid. Quinin is
itself an active principle of cinchona, while the active princi¬
ples of sodium tetaborate [borax], and glycerin must have
their abiding place in the vivid imagination of the writer of
this very remarkable formula. But laying aside these non-

essentials, I don't see any quantities specified."
"No," said my visitor, "we don't print quantities."
"Why not?"
He smiled at my evident innocence. "Because," he re¬

plied, "you'd take the formula across the street to your
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local druggist and we wouldn't get to sell you any of our

suppositories. Understand," he continued, "we don't sell these
to the laity-. We re strictly ethical."

I ignored his last remark; it ontained food ior reflection,
and said: "I certainly shall not buy of you unless I know
not only what substances are incorporated in the suppository,
but how much of each substance. And I think too much of
my patients to experiment on them with such a product.
Are you a physician?"

He said that he was not.
"Well, if you were a physician, how do you suppose thai,

you would feel if a man, not a doctor, should come into
your office and volunteer advice with regard to the treatment
of your patients with something he had to sell, the composi¬
tion of which he refused to disclose?"

Not being a physician, he didn't know how he would feel
under such circumstances. I asked him if he had any diffi¬
culty in getting rid of his samples. He said that there was
not much, that occasionally a doctor declined them, but that
did not often occur. He had recently sampled Kansas City,
spending two weeks there, and during the following month
he received orders for $200 worth of the goods. And I am

afraid that he told the truth.
What right has medicine to be called a learned profession

when its votaries, in the use of remedies of unknown com¬

position, exhibit a credulity that puts them on a level with
the aboriginal medicine man, and far below that of the
Christian scientist? V. H. Graves, M.D.

Petition in Germany for Central Government Office to Examine
New Remedies.

A petition has been presented to the secretary of state for
the German empire asking the establishment of a central
bureau whose office shall be to examine the new "patent" and
proprietary medicines and apparatus put on the market for
the cure of disease. The petition was signed by a large num¬

ber of German physicians, manufacturing chemists, and others.
The aim of the central bureau would be something like that
of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American
Medical Association, except that it would be an official insti¬
tution of the government. The petition cites the present abuses
and the scandal of having nostrums and fake apparatus pro¬
tected by government patents. It also describes with approval
the work done by the mayor of Carlsruhe, who, on his own

initiative, has had all the remedies which are advertised in
the local papers, bill boards, or elsewhere, analyzed, and the
reports published to warn the public of the danger of being
swindled. The petition also refers to the way in which manu¬

facturers continue a preparation under another name when
its has been exposed. The petition owes its inception to the
German Antiquackery Society.

"Patent Medicine" and the Lumberjack.
A writer in the State Review, published in Grand Rapids,

Mich., in the issue of March 3, 1906, comments on the gov¬
ernment's action in forcing those who retail certain alcoholic
nostrums largely used for liquor to take out a liquor dealer's
license, and says that this new policy on the part of the in¬
ternal revenue service will affect the Michigan lumberjack in
particular.

The writer says:
"In nearly all the small lumbering towns in the upper

peninsula, and in the cordwood camps conducted in connec¬
tion with the woods operations of the furnace companies,
patent medicines of every kind are sold in immense quanti¬
ties. The 'medicines' are not purchased by the thirsty indi¬
vidual for the purpose of alleviating physical disorder, but
rather with the idea of satiating an unquenchable thirst for
'sometning strong.' In the cordwood camps of Alger County,
where Finns and Scandinavians are employed, the most fa¬
vored patent medicine is known as Hoffman's Drops, a mix¬
ture in which ether and other chemicals predominate, and pro¬
duce the desired result of a stimulant much more quickly than
Peruna or the average brand of stomach bitters. The 'Drops'
are used almost to the exclusion of all other patent medicines,
and are purchased by dealers in case lots, being as staple a

commodity as flour and sugar, with the additional feature of
yielding a larger profit to the dealer.

"It is not an uncommon sight in stores located near lumber
or woodchoppers' camps to find from ten to fifty cases of
Peruna or other patent-medicine bitters piled up in the store
room. In some localities Hostetter's Stomach Bitters, Rock-
candy Cough Cure or other brands are preferred, but in most
instances Peruna is the general favorite with the lumberjack,
and is bought more eagerly than any other. In a single car¬
load of 'local' freight taken out of Marquette recently on a
certain railroad were 150 eases of Peruna consigned to gen¬
eral stores at stations east of here. This single shipment was
unusual, of course, coming as it did in one day, but it is given
as an illustration of the amount of this 'medicine' consumed
in the lumber camps for other than medicinal purposes in the
immediate vicinity of Marquette. In the absence of liquor the
men are Avilling to accept any kind of medicine that will 'have
the desired stimulate effect.' Not all the men in lumber
camps, however, are addicted to the habit of bitters tippling,
but the majority of them will take almost any kind of nos¬
trum when liquor is not obtainable."

Working the Doctor.
La Junta, Colo., Maich 7, 1906.

To the Editor:—Some time ago I received from the Resinol
Company, of Baltimore, a sample of their soap. Accompany¬
ing the sample was a postal addressed to their home office,
soliciting the names of a few of my patients who were likely
to be interested in resinol soap. Suspecting that this meant
open advertising of the resinol ointment to the public, using
our profession for the purpose, I sent the firm the addresses
of four of my patients, telling my patients Avhat I had done
and asking them to let me see what was sent to them. In a
few days all received samples of resinol soap, which, of course,
it was perfectly proper for the firm to send, but mark the
sly Avay of advertising resinol ointment direct to the public,
using me as their unpaid agent for the purpose. I enclose two
circulars. One refers to the soap and, while extravagant claims
are made for the soap, there is nothing otherwise objectionable
in the circular. The second circular, however, is a different
proposition. This circular calls special attention to resinol
ointment and contains testimonials from thirteen physicians
and one dentist. Hoav a layman can read this circular and
these testimonials without being convinced that resinol oint¬
ment is the greatest thing on earth for about everything that
could happen I do not know. Judging by the circular it cer¬
tainly has the indorsement of the medical profession, and the
layman is told by physicians that it is good for erysipelas,
all kinds of local inflammation, such as burns, boils, mam¬

mary abscesses, eczema of all kinds, herpes zoster, pruritus ani,
pruritus vulvse, hemorrhoids, scald head, cold sores, red and
inflamed nose (although we are told in parentheses that it will
not apply in this regard to the red nose caused by alcoholism),
fetor of feet or offensive perspiration, or any morbid exuda¬
tion.

I realize that this particular instance is only one of thou¬
sands that are going on all the time. Physicians are "worked"
for a testimonial, and aJter they have given the testimonial
they are then "worked" to distribute them to the public so
that the public can buy the stuff direct; for why should they
go to a doctor when all doctors apparently say that resinol
ointment will cure all skin diseases, besides several other
things.

Is it not about time that we physicians
.

ealized how Ave are

being humbugged and utilized by these proprietary men?
E. Gard Edwards.

Some More Endorsements.
Dr. Oscar F. Mayer, City of Mexico, writes:

"My congratulations to the good work of the Coun¬
cil on Pharmacy and'Chemistry, which is appreciated
by an old Ph.G."

Dr. B. E. Miller, Albion, Ind., writes:
"I like that reform movement dealing with drugs,

and feel deeply interested in the reports."
Dr. S. H. Landrum, Whitewright, Texas, writes:

"I am enthusiastic for clean pages and scientific
text. . . . The Journal of the American
Medical Association gets better every year. Its
absolute independence is its great advantage."
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Dr. C. L. Upton, Slielburuu Falls, Mass., writes:
"I commend most heartily the good work The

Journal is doing in the exposure of the 'patent medi¬
cine' fraud and the equally bad or even worse pro¬
prietaries. I have stopped my subscription for several
journals because of the advertising they carry. If
all the members of our profession would make their
protests in this way we would soon correct the evil
so far as the medical journals are concerned.

"I wish to add a few words about Chamberlain's
Colic, Cholera and Diarrhea Remedy. Two weeks ago
I was consulted by a railroad telegrapher who had
been taking his medicine for the past two years. He
began it for a diarrhea and has become addicted to it.
He now takes from two to four ounces nightly (he is
a night man), and has become a complete nervous
wreck. This case needs no comment of mine; it
speaks for itself. Let ï,ne good work go on."

Dr. T. E. Keeler, Lebanon, Ohio, writes:
"Your crusade against 'patent' and proprietary

medicines is doing great good. Publicity is what is
needed."

ACTION BY MEDICAL SOCIETIES.
At a meeting of the Kaufman County (Texas) Medical

Society, held February 6, resolutions were adopted indorsing
the action of the American Medical Association in establish¬
ing the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry, and commending
the educational campaign being carried on by the Ladies'
Home Journal and Collier's Weekly in exposing the subserviency
of the press to the Proprietary Association of America and
the methods of this organization in exploiting remedies. The
resolutions also condemned the prescribing of preparations of
unknown composition.

At a meeting of the Bucks County (Pa.) Medical Society,
held February 14, resolutions were adopted indorsing the
stand that has been taken against nostrums and "patent
medicines" by The Journal of the American Medical Associa¬
tion, Collier's Weekly, the Ladies' Home Journal, the Druggist's
Circular, the Farm Journal, and other publications, and ap¬
proving the work of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry
in exposing the nature of many much lauded preparations, and
recommending physicians to refrain from prescribing these
remedies and from subscribing for or contributing to any
medical publication under the control of nostrum manufactur¬
ers and vendors. The society also approved the bill to regulate
the manufacture and sale of proprietary remedies drafted by
the Ladies' Home Journal, and suggested that a national com¬
mission be created to investigate remedies and to pass judg¬
ment on their therapeutic value.

Similar resolutions were passed by the Rhode Island Medical
Society, and the Lenawee County (Mich.) Medical Society.

At a meeting held February 21 the New Haven Medical Asso¬
ciation decided to appoint a chemist to analyze secret and
"patent medicines," provided it can be done without expense
to the association.

At a meeting of the Madison County (Texas, Medical So¬
ciety, held March 13, the following resolutions were adopted:

Whereas, The American Medical Association,through its Committee on Pharmacy and Chemistry,is making a heroic and much-needed war in defense
of the decency and dignity of American medicine for
the benefit of the people of the United States againstthe corrupt, unscrupulous, avaricious and shameless
system of nostrum prescribing, advertising and sell¬
ing: Therefore be it

Resolved, That the Madison County Medical Societyheartily approves the work already accomplished by
said Committee on Pharmacy and Chemistry and
hopes for a continuance of same.

Resolved, That it condemns the slovenly, ignomin¬
ious, unscientific and fraudulent practice of prescrib¬ing and advertising secret remedies of any kind,
whether designed for the use of physicians or the
public.

Resolved, That the bill, republished in the March
(1906) number of the Texas State Journal of Medi¬
cine, under the caption "Mr. Bok's Patent Medicine
Bill," meets with the approval of the society.

Resolved, That the delegates to the next meetingof the Texas State Medical Association are hereby
instructed to have these resolutions read to that bodyand to ask for proper consideration.

At a meeting of the Evanston Branch of the Chicago Med¬
ical Society resolutions were adopted endorsing the work of
the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American
Medical Association, and urging that the present campaign
of publicity be continued unremittingly. The society also
urged members to refuse to sanction in any way the use of
any remedy the formula of which is not definitely known,
and recommending the careful investigation of the methods
of false advertising carried on by so-called medical special¬
ists whereby the public is defrauded, and recommended that
in this case also a campaign of publicity be inaugurated.

Medical Legislation
Governmental Department of Health.

Dr. M. W. Gray, Secretary of the Oakland County (Mich.)
Medical Society, informs us that at a regular meeting of the
society at Pontiac, March 13, 1906, the following resolution
was passed:

Whereas, The public health problems of this country are of
strictly fundamental importance and underlie success In agriculture,manufactures, commerce and every other branch of human activityas was shown in Cuba, where successful military operations de¬pended on the work of the sanitary corps ; as was shown In NewOrleans, where the commerce of a city and of a great section of
the country was paralyzed pending the suppression of an epidemic,and is being exemplified by the brilliant achievements of Colonel
Gorgas In the Isthmus of Panama, where the gigantic operationsof engineering stand at rest until successful sanitation makes their
prosecution possible. Therefore, be it,

Resolved, That It Is the sense of the Oakland County MedicalSociety that a department of health, with representation in the
Cabinet of the President, ought to be established, such a depart¬ment to embrace an expansion of the present Public Health and
Marine-Hospital Service, with the addition of other public health
agencies now existing and In operation in other departments of the
government, together with such other agencies and functions as
may best subserve the public welfare.

The Vermillion County (Illinois) Medical Society, at its
meeting at Danville March 12, with a membership of seventy-
one representative physicians, voted unanimously in favor of
the creation of "A Department of Public Health with Rep¬
resentation in the Cabinet."

The Society also voted unanimously in favor of all the sub¬
jects recently referred to the auxiliary committee, with the
exception of "The Bill to Restore the Canteen in the Army,"
AA'hich receÌA'ed a unanimous opposition vote.

Bills in New Jersey Legislature.
During the present session of the legislature of the state of

New Jersey a number of bills haA'e been introduced which are
of interest to the medical profession. One provides for a lab¬
oratory for the manufacture of diphtheria antitoxin and for its
free distribution through local boards of health. Provision is
also made for the appointment of sanitary inspectors, health
officers and statisticians for the bureau of vital statistics. An
appropriation of $20,000 annually is asked for to insure the
securing of pure foods, drugs, medicines, etc.

The most important bill is one providing for the regulation
of the sale of drugs and for the inspection, analysis and regu¬
lation of their manufacture. We quote section one in full:
"No person shall manufacture, sell or offer or expose for sale
or give away any proprietary medicine or other medicinal
preparation containing alcohol, opium or any of its prepara¬
tions, its alkaloids or their derivatives, nux vomica and its
alkaloids and their derivatives, digitalis, chloroform, cannabis
indica, chloral or any of its derivatives, bromids, cocain or any
of its salts, eucain or any of its salts, acetanilid, antipyrin,
bromoform, exalgin, holocain, phenacetin, phenocoll, sulphonal,
trional, veronal or any other hypnotic, anesthetic, analgesic or
cirdiac, circulatory, respiratory or nerve depressant unless the
same" shall have plainly and conspicuously stamped or printed
on the bottle, box or receptacle containing the same, or on the
label affixed thereto, and also on the outside wrapper or pack¬
age, if any, and also in the inside wrapper and on all circulars
accompanying said medicine or medicinal preparation and re¬
lating to it, if any, a true statement of the percentage of
alcohol and the percentage or proportion of each of the other
above-mentioned or described drugs contained in each bottle,
box, receptacle or package of such medicine or medicinal prepa-
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